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(7)  Among the Buddhists :
The Buddhists ethics also reveal abhorrence of unchastity. Hie
last of the five precepts binding on a Buddhist layman is not to act
wrongly in respect of fleshy lusts.85 In a very ancient paraphrase
of these precepts, this one is expressed as follows :86
"Let the wise man avoid unchastity as if it were a pit of live
coals. Should he be unable to be celibate, let him not offend with
regard to the wife of another". In the Buddhist Canon law an
adulterer taken in the act might be wounded or slain on the spot.
Adultery was also an offence against the State, and an offender
could be arrested by the Police and brought up for trial and
judgment.87 Nothing, however, is to be found in the Buddhist law
books of any punishment to be inflicted either by the husband or
by the State, on the adulteress.
(8)  Among the Jews :
The records of Jewish life give evidence of remarkable purity
in marital relationship.88 The sanctity of marriage was upheld as
the essential condition for social happiness and virtue. The moral
abhorrence felt against the crime of adultery is shown in many
Rabbinical utterances. Deuteronomy xxiii 18 (AVI 7) says "There
shall be no harlot (Kedeshah) of the daughter of Israel" Yad (Ishnut,
i, 4) says that the text intends to forbid any sexual intercourse
between a man and a woman not his wife, Maimonides himself holds
that as a matter of Mosaic law, both the parties are liable to stripes.
The Shulhan' Aruk (Eben ha ezer 26) holds that both a woman who
gives herself over only to one man (pillegesh) and a wife without
the ceremony of betrothal and with joincture, are forbidden in the
interest of modesty, by custom and Rabbinical law. It is ever
forbidden to be alone with a woman in a room.89 Even lustful was
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